
                    2009  

RESIDENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER  

DIRECTORõS CONFERENCE 

McDowell Environmental Center near the Bankhead National Forest, Alabama  

 

A biannual conference for Directors and Administrators exploring the issues and  

trends related to residential programs and facilities.  

 

2009 Site Sponsor: McDowell Environmental Center (www.campmcdowell.com/cmec) 
Co-Sponsored by ANCA (Association of Nature Center Administrators, www.natctr.org) 

 
This years gathering will be held at McDowell Environmental Center where you can explore the deep sandstone can-

yons and waterfalls that are a well kept secret of Alabama, as well as the social, cultural aspects of the Deep South. 
 
 

Dates:  
Saturday, January 17 ï Wednesday, January 21, 2009 
 

Who should attend?  
This is a biannual gathering of administrators (directors and coordinators), and those with an interest 
in residential environmental education programs. This gathering of professionals seeks to advance 
the residential environmental education movement through the sharing of current ideas, concerns, 
solutions, and insights. 
 

An Open Space conference format  
The working sessions are built on the Open Space concept. On the first evening, the conference 
group as a whole will create the agenda for these days by identifying topics of interest. A schedule is 
then created and participants attend sessions most applicable to their interests and concerns. 
Wednesday we will wrap up the conference, plan for the next, and travel home. 
 

Schedule:  
Saturday, January 17 
¶ Arrivals at McDowell Environmental Center near the Bankhead National Forest 
¶ Dinner, reception and social gathering at the Blackberry Farm 
 

Sunday, January 18 
Field Trip Day! 
¶ Field trip opportunities will include - 

¶ Geological history Tour with Dr Jim Lacefield, author of Lost Worlds in Alabama Rocks  

¶ Canoe on the Cahaba River, the fourth most diverse river in the entire World. 

¶ Native American History Tour to see huge rock bluff shelters, petroglyths and arborglyths. 

¶ Hang out at Camp McDowellðHike the canyonlands of McDowell and canoe itôs waters. Visit local Chero-
kee potter at Dancing Rabbit Pottery Studio 

¶ Evening spent planning the open space programðAbsolutely Alabama singer songwriter duo Don and Diane 


